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1-35 toll lanes cut 
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Nearly adozen 
Central Texas 
political, civic 
and business 
leaders made 
pleas to keep 
the l-35 toll 
lanes inthe 
construction 
plan. JAY JANNER 
/ AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN 


Abbott’s prodding axes 
all new tollway projects 
from 10-year plan. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


State transportation officials, 
reacting to anti-toll pressure from 
Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick, voted Thursday to 
remove all new tollway projects 


AUSTIN360 


What to see and what 
to do this weekend 


from TxDO 


from a key 10-year construction 
plan — including what would 
have been the addition of two 
toll lanes to each side of Inter- 
state 35 through Central Texas. 
That 5-0 vote came despite the 
pleas of nearly a dozen Central 
Texas political, civic and busi- 
ness leaders — including Austin 
Mayor Steve Adler, state Sen. Kirk 
Watson, Travis County Commis- 
sioner Gerald Daugherty and Cap- 
ital Metro board Chairman Wade 
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T plan 


Cooper — to keep the I-35 express 
lanes in the plan. 

“A vote today to exclude I-35 
from the (10-year plan) is a mis- 
take that will take Texas into a 
future of worsening gridlock,” 
Watson wrote in a letter read to 
the Texas Transportation Com- 
mission. 

This fall the commission had 
been moving toward adding up to 


Tolls continued on A8 


NEW DETAILS SEXUAL HARRASSMENT ALLEGATIONS 


Rep. Farenthold 
won't run again 
after sex claims 


GOP House member 
sorry for his behavior, 
denies harassment. 


By Robert W. Gee 
bgee@statesman.com 


U.S. Rep. Blake Farenthold said 
Thursday he won’t seek re-elec- 
tion, a week after a House com- 
mittee opened an investigation 
into sexual harassment claims 
by a former aide and days after 
fresh allegations of lewd com- 
ments to another former aide. 

Farenthold, R-Corpus Christi, 
whose district includes parts of 
Bastrop and Caldwell counties, 
made the announcement Thurs- 
day morning in a video statement 
on his campaign Facebook page. 

He said the harassment charges 
that sparked the investigation are 
false, even as he apologized for 


INTERNET REGULATION 


U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold, 
R-Corpus 
Christi, settled 
lawsuit with 
former aide. 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Ken Herman: Leave now, A8 
» Paxton aide resigns, B1 


a congressional office marked 
by “destructive gossip, offhand 
comments, off-color jokes and 
behavior that in general was less 
than professional.” 

“Td never served in public office 
before. I had no idea how to run 
a congressional office. And as a 
result, I allowed a workplace cul- 
ture to take root in my office that 
was too permissive and decid- 


Farenthold continued on A8 


FCC votes along party lines 
to end ‘net neutrality’ rules 


Longtime principle has 
said all web traffic must 
be treated equally. 


By Tali Arbel 
and Barbara Ortutay 
Associated Press 


The Federal Communications 
Commission repealed the Obama- 
era “net neutrality” rules Thurs- 
day, giving internet service pro- 
viders like Verizon, Comcast and 
AT&T a free hand to slow or block 
websites and apps as they see fit 


or charge more for faster speeds. 

In a straight party-line vote of 
3-2, the Republican-controlled 
FCC junked the longtime princi- 
ple that said all web traffic must 
be treated equally. The move rep- 
resents a radical departure from 
more than a decade of federal 
oversight. 

The big telecommunications 
companies had lobbied hard to 
overturn the rules, contending 
they are heavy-handed and dis- 
courage investment in broadband 


Neutrality continued on A10 


PUBLIC SAFETY 


Debbie Russell listens to Mayor Steve Adler speak i 


n favor of a motion to postpone a vote on the proposed 
police contract during the City Council meeting Wednesday. PHOTOS BY NICK WAGNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Council: Restart police 


contract negotiations 


Members cite concerns 
on price tag, oversight; 
union upset, will vote. 


By Mark Wilson 
mdwilson@statesman.com 


The Austin City Council voted 
unanimously late Wednesday to 
send a proposed contract with 
the city’s police union back to 
the negotiating table amid con- 
cerns about the price tag and 
calls from civil rights activists 
for stronger oversight. 

The proposed deal would have 
provided officers with a 9.5 per- 
cent pay bump over the next five 
years along with a new stipend 
for patrol officers, which could 
have pushed their pay increase 
up to 12 percent. 

In a statement Thursday, the 


Austin Police Association called 
the council’s decision disappoint- 
ing, as 85 percent of its members 
had voted to support the contract. 

Police union members will soon 
vote on whether they want to 
renegotiate the contract, interim 
Chief Brian Manley said. If that 
passes, then police officials would 


Interim Police 
Chief Brian 
Manley (left) 
and Mayor 
Steve Adler 
speak after the 
meeting. The 
council voted 
after nearly 
nine hours of 
intense public 
testimony and 
debate. 


request that the current contract 
be extended through March 22 as 
talks continue. 

Keeping the current contract 
for the next few months could 
avert the possibility that up to 
300 officers might retire before 


Police continued on A10 
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NATION & WORLD, A4 
Sen. Rubio’s defection 
unsettles tax bill drive 


The Florida Republican will not 
vote for the measure unless he can 
get a larger child care tax credit. 


NOW OPE 


7 TEXTE ONLY IN THE EPAPER INDEX 
—— Clickinto Tech Extra a a 
FLYING UBER TAXIS | intoday’sePaper oe 
Sports Cl 
BY 2020 IN LA? Statesman subscribers get four Classifieds C10 
= pages of technology coverage at 
Dinata ma statesman.com/epaper. 


Art for you. Gifts for them. Music for everyone. 


DECEMBER 14-24 


ARMADILLOBAZAAR.COM | PALMER EVENTS CENTER | 11AM—10PM DAILY 


To subscribe: Call 512-445-4040 
or visit statesman.com/subscribe 
© 2017 Austin American-Statesman 


Vol. 147 No. 143 
WM 20202 


7 8 


=CHRONIGLE 


